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The Quran is highly venerated; and the
followers of the Prophet learn it by heart Some
of the religious exercises consist of a repetition of
its words. Sentences must be said over and over
again, the greatest care being taken to pronounce
every syllable correctly. As to the interpretation
of the Quran, the Muhammadan is not asked to
think for himself. He is to follow example and
precept blindly, as others have followed before
him.
One of the earliest disciples of the Prophet was
observed to ride his camel several times round a
rock. He was asked why he did so. He replied
that he did not know; he had seen the Prophet do
it and was following his example* His conduct
met with approval and commendation. He was
exhibiting in his action a faith worthy of imitation;
it was placed on record, that it might be a lesson to
those who should come after.
There are five acts that are called the five pillars
of Islam. They should be performed by all good
Muhammadans. They are the confession of faith;
the periods of prayer; the fast of Ramazan; the
giving of prescribed alms; the pilgrimage to Mecca,
In addition to these there is circumcision, purifica-
tion, obedience to parents, etc.